
Cultural Mediation towards 
Civic Engagement and 
European Citizenship



What is Cultural Mediation?
O Cultural mediation refers to the process of cross-linking 

the cultural and social spheres, and the building of new 
relationships between policy, culture and public space.

O  It covers a vast array of practices, and is ultimately 
intended to make everyone a cultural player.



Why is Cultural Mediation 
important?

O Europe is seeing an influx of migrants with different cultural 
backgrounds and therefore in order to avoid conflict, it is 
important to educate Europeans about the different cultures 
and to educate the migrants about European cultures.

O  This will create a better understanding of different cultures 
around Europe.



What is Civic Engagement?
O Civic engagement involves working to make a difference 

in the civic life of one’s community and developing the 
combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation 
to make that difference. 

O It means promoting the quality of life in a community, 
through both political and non-political processes.



Four Constructs of CE
O Civic Action, or participation in activities such as volunteering or 

service-learning to help better the community.

O Civic Commitment or Duty, or the willingness to make positive 
contributions to society.

O Civic Skills, or the ability to be involved in civil society, politics and 
democracy.

O Social Cohesion, or a sense of reciprocity, trust, and bonding to 
others.



Equality in Europe
O EU action for gender equality is mainstreamed in various policy areas 

and aims to ensure equal rights such as equality in decision-making, 
ending gender-based violence and gender pay gap. 

O As for the LGBT rights 16 out of the 28 countries that have  legalised 
same-sex marriage worldwide are situated in Europe. And another 13 
countries have legalised civil unions or other forms of more limited 
recognition for same-sex couples.



Young people in European 
Projects

O Erasmus+ supports youth-driven participation projects run by informal 
groups of young people and/or youth organisations encouraging youth 
participation in Europe´s democratic life.

O Provide young people with opportunities to engage and learn to 
participate in civic society.

O Raise young people´s awareness about European common values and 
fundamental rights and contribute to the European integration process.

O Bring together young people and decision makers and/or contribute to 
the EU Youth Dialogue.



Migrants businesses in Europe
O Start-up business in most of the cases needs support. This is even 

more needed by migrants who have no knowledge about society and 
the market.

O According to experts, migrants feel uncertain and cannot make 
long-term plans. 

O Those who want to learn and start business need to receive some 
scholarship otherwise, it is very difficult for them to participate.



Migrants bussinesses in Europe

O The experience of participants in the group discussion suggests that 
some of migrants want to start business but in very limited professions 
such as hair dressers, drivers, etc. This is related with the easier 
access to those professions in the receiving countries.

O The main risk and obstacle is the lack of knowledge on the part of 
entrepreneurs as regards the economy of the host country as well as 
the possibilities and opportunities to found businesses and competitive 
sectors.



Migrants in decision making in 
politics

O  There are naturally migrants who want to use the 
system for the money. Politics, to them, never enters the 
picture. 

O But most of the immigrants do have valid and justifiable 
reasons for their behaviour. If they vote, they have 
justifiable reasons for it. It they decide not to, they have 
understandable reasons for that as well. So, what might 
at first glance seem as mere lack of interest would, at a 
closer look, in effect be an understandable consequence 
of earlier experiences. 



Migrants in decision making in 
politics

O Democratic rights means nothing to women whose physical 
whereabouts is decided by men. 

O Dealing with people who have lived all their lives under 
non-democratic circumstances, it might simply be rather 
naive to expect a swift, merry shift towards political 
participation.



Thank you for you attention


